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At the Spring Assembly, Group Reps voted to develop a process to accept Permanent Electronic 
Groups (PEGs) into our Massachusetts service arms. Three important policy questions were not 
resolved and must be decided before we can implement that decision: 
  
1.      Can the Area World Service Committee (AWSC – made up of the Area officers and District 
Reps) create one or more virtual Districts to accommodate PEGs as needed? 
2.      Can geographically-based Districts (i.e. those that exist now) choose to accept PEGs that 
request to affiliate with them? 
3.      Should there be a “residency requirement” for a PEG affiliated with our Area and, if so, 
what should it be (should the GR be required to be a Massachusetts resident? Should the 
Treasurer? Or should simply a single member being a resident be enough? Or no requirement 
at all?)? 
  
[For example, both the Vermont and Pennsylvania Areas have stipulated that a GR for a PEG 
must be resident of either the Area or one of the contiguous states or Canadian Provinces. This 
is but one example and is not necessarily meant to be a model. The Georgia Area, for example, 
is considering requiring that 2/3 of the home meeting voting members reside in the Area 
although the GR need not. Here is our MA PEG Thought Force recommendations from their 
report “Must a PEG have at least one member who resides in MA? - the thought force recommends 
no. Is there a need to monitor groups to make sure they have active members from MA? We 
don’t believe that is necessary and would prove to be difficult. Any group wanting to join the 
MA service structure probably has a good reason to do so. It seems harmless to include them if 
they are dedicated to serving the area.” ] 
  
These questions need to be decided at the October Assembly and there is a sense of urgency 
since some groups are already splitting as some members decide to return to face-to-face while 
some members want to remain virtual. Some groups are awaiting the option to remain 
connected to the Massachusetts Area before making a decision. So, we need to do our best to 
decide in October. 
  
            Please use the next months to discuss these issues with your group as necessary and be 
prepared to vote when we meet in the Assembly. Included in this email is the report of the 
Electronic Meetings Thought Force which considered these issues and presented their ideas. If 
you have questions, please contact David C (our Area Secretary who is also the Chair of the 
Thought Force) at secretary@alanonma.org or me at chair@alanonma.org . Thank you for your 
service to our organization.  
  
Yours in service, 
Paul 
 


